
“When I’m looking at FASD,
there is a space in our families,
in our communities, in our
workspaces, in our schools, for
everybody. Everybody has a
role to play.”

Solidarity

Mobilizing Community Inclusiveness to Promote the
Dignity of People & Communities Affected by FASD

*Let’s talk more about... dignity

Ways that services
might contribute to
stigma in FASD...

Lack of
awareness

Lack of listening
in services

Silos in systems

Lack of flexibility
in services and

policies
Inequality

Collaboration

So, you know...?

MOBILIZING SERVICE PROVIDERS AND COMMUNITIES
TO PROMOTE DIGNITY IN FASD 

*Quotes are taken from our community cafes,
public cafes, PhotoVoice, and Elders’ Circles.

...The silos existing in the systems contribute to the stigma
against those imapcted by Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder
(FASD). Yet, successes of programs and policies depends on
the inclusions of the voices of people with lived experience. 

What is the nature of  
community services that
contributes to stigma?

1.

What should be the nature of
community services to work with
communities to promote dignity? 

2.

Shannon Foster, MSW, RSW & Marleny Bonnycastle, Ph.D.

“Everybody can learn from
each other,...  treating people
with respect and dignity,...  
recognizing people's gifts,...
having people feeling valued
and wanted, included.”

www.fasdcoalition.ca/fasd-research

Inclusion

Understanding
& empathy

Community
mobilization

“...the same as sitting
on the bus and
realizing people are
going through their
lives just like you're
going through your
life. Be mindful and
empathic of the
human existence.”

“...so this is an
Indigenous problem, or...
a lower socio economic
problem, when it's not.
We know that it's not...
but the public doesn't.”

“...a lot of times they
won’t listen to you.”

“I think how community
sometimes prioritizes which
groups get support, or who

needs support, or what kinds
based on maybe not accurate
perceptions of where people

need things.”

“There are support agencies that are
very concrete and strict in the policies
more of them than the ones who are

understanding sometimes.”

“We are all equal, but we
are not treated equally.”

“...they reassured me that just
because I had left my emotions
unchecked,... it didn’t mean I was
a bad person... That everything
was going to be okay. And that
helped me deal.”

“[Success is] when
communities embrace a
person and make them
feel that success and
feel like they have a

purpose.”

https://www.fasdcoalition.ca/fasd-research

