
Mobilizing Community Inclusiveness to Promote the
Dignity of People & Communities Affected by FASD

*Let’s talk more about... dignity

Dominant
narrative that
might contribute to
stigma in FASD...

So, you know...?

EXPANDING BIOMEDICAL NARRATIVE TO
PROMOTE DIGNITY AROUND FASD

*Quotes are taken from our community cafes,
public cafes, PhotoVoice, and Elders’ Circles.

... Often, biomedical narrative is the most dominant... While
being important, it is incomplete and could contribute to the
stigma and label surrounding FASD. A holistic narrative
containing multiple perspectives is needed to complement
the biomedical narrative by addressing the complexity of
the historical, systemic, and societal root causes.

Which narratives are used to
define FASD, and how have
they contributed to stigma?

1.

What are the missing
narratives, and how could they
be included to promote dignity?

2.
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Othering

Expanding beyond
biomedical narrative

Decolonization

Harm reduction

Gender equity Equity & inclusion

Blaming
individuals

Criminalization

Blaming
women Colonialism

“When we see the
education around FASD, I
always think of the lady
with the glass of wine.”

“I’ve had many people
tell me they feel stupid
because their brain
works differently.”

“We link the medical
alcohol to the uterus to
FASD, but we don’t
talk about the systemic
parts of life that that
person suffers…”

“The true culture—
you come as how

you are. Male,
female, two-

spirited, it doesn’t
matter who you are,
you are accepted.”

“[People believe] that
addiction is willpower,

but they don’t look at the
social determinants of
health when thinking

about addictions.

“Take the stigma away
from the moms and

point an equal amount
of responsibility towards

the fathers.”

“I think the dignity
would naturally
extend from just

treating everybody
the same way.”

“The public sees alcohol
use during pregnancy as

an individual choice.”

“I had people who literally
think that I'm going to

stab somebody on a bus...
I think a lot of people

think people with FASD
are criminals.”. 

“People think that... it's just
an Aboriginal problem... It's
not a problem that's in
other groups.”
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